ELI LSP 3


Trimming
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1.  What is trimming?
To trim a word is to take out or delete sounds, especially from the end of a word.  Trimming is necessary for good English rhythm.  This handout includes information about one type of trimming: contractions.

2.  How do I say words with contractions?

When we trim sounds, we simply do not say those sounds.  For example, the contraction “I’m” is only one syllable, but “I am” is two syllables.  Most English speakers use contractions all the time.  Contractions are sometimes considered informal or casual, but they are important because if you use them correctly, your spoken English will sound more natural.

3.  How do I make contractions?

The information below will help you to see how contractions are formed and how they are used.  If you have questions about contractions, ask your teacher.

Contractions:

not = ___n’t
	is/was not
	isn't   wasn't
	I wasn't here.

	are/were not
	aren't   weren't
	We weren't listening.

	has/have/had not
	hasn't   haven't   hadn't
	I haven't been there.

	do/does/did not
	 don't   doesn't   didn't
	Didn't she go?

	would/could not
	wouldn't   couldn't
	I wouldn't do that.

	should/must not
	shouldn't   mustn’t
	You shouldn’t talk now.

	will not
	won't
	He won't buy it.

	cannot
	can't
	I can't believe it.


will = ___’ll
	I/you will
	I'll   you'll
	You'll do it later.

	he/she will
	he'll   she'll
	She'll have to wait.

	it will
	it'll
	It’ll be fun!

	we/they will
	we'll   they’ll
	They'll call me, right?

	who/what/when will
	who'll  what’ll  when’ll
	When'll it begin?

	where/why/how will
	where’ll  why'll  how'll
	How'll we get there?

	this/that will
	this’ll   that'll
	That'll be nice.


 us, is, has = ___’s
	let us
	let's
	Let's have a party!

	
	
	

	John/Sarah is
	John’s   Sarah’s
	Sarah’s in L.A.

	(noun) is
	table’s   window’s
	The window’s open.

	he/she/it is
	he's   she's   it's
	It's almost time to go.

	that is
	that's
	That's a good book.

	who/what/when is
	who's  what's  when’s
	When’s the movie?

	where/why/how is
	where's  why's  how's
	How's it going?

	here/there is
	here's   there's
	There’s a call for you.

	
	
	

	John/Sarah has
	John’s   Sarah’s
	Sarah’s never tried it.

	he/she/it has
	he’s  she’s  it's
	It's been fun!

	that has
	that's
	That’s happened before.

	who/what/when has
	who's  what’s  when's
	Who's been working?

	where/why/how has
	where's  why's  how's
	How's she been?

	there has
	there's
	There's been a change.


are = ___’re
	you/we/they are
	you're   we’re   they’re
	They’re watching TV.

	who/what/when are
	who're  what’re  when’re
	When’re we leaving?

	where/how are
	where're   how’re
	How’re you?


had, would, did = ___’d
	I/you had
	I'd   you'd
	You'd told me.

	he/she had
	he'd   she'd
	She'd been here.

	it had
	it'd
	It’d seemed perfect.

	we/they had
	we’d   they'd
	They'd been shopping.

	Wh- word + had
	who'd  what'd  when'd
	Who’d he called?

	
	
	

	I/you would
	I'd   you'd
	You'd take classes.

	he/she would
	he'd   she'd
	She’d like to see you.

	it would
	it'd
	It'd be nice to go there.

	we/they would
	we’d   they'd
	They'd laugh at me.

	this/that would
	this'd   that'd
	That’d look great.

	
	
	

	Wh- word + did
	who'd  what'd  when'd
	What’d Mary do?


have = ___’ve
	I/you have
	I've   you've
	You've already read it.

	we have
	we've
	We've won the prize!

	they have
	they've
	They've missed it.

	who/what have
	who've   what've
	What've you done?

	where/why/how have
	where’ve  why've  how've
	How've you been lately?

	might/should have
	might've   should've
	I should've listened.

	could/would have
	could've   would've
	He would've gone.


Practice: Trimming
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Instructions:
Read the following sentences. Cross out the words and sounds that can be trimmed. If you can make a contraction, write the contraction above the words, as you see in the example. When you finish, read each sentence out loud with good rhythm.


  I’ve

Example:
I have never met him.

  1.
She will work with him next week.

  2.
I would like to go, but I cannot.

  3. 
They are watching a movie.

  4.
She did not do the homework.

  5.
They should not drive too fast.

  6.
He is an engineer and his friend is a scientist.

  7.
We are going to have a quiz on Thursday.

  8.
It is time for lunch.  Let us get a pizza.

  9.
Are you not hungry?  Do you not want pizza?

10.
If he will not apologize, she does not want to talk to him.

11.
When is this assignment due?

12.
What will we do next week?
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